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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

U<] 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the mailing date of a Final Rejection, Notice of Allowance or other action that closes 
prosecution (e.g., Quayle Action). 

I5<] a. Attached is our check no. 1 53979 in the amount of $1 80.00 in payment of 
the fee under 37 CFR §1.17(p). Please credit or debit Deposit Account 
No. 15-0461 as needed to ensure consideration of the disclosed information. Two 
duplicate copies of this paper are attached. 



Respectfully submitted, 





MAC/ccs 

Date: May 12, 2004 

Oleff & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



Mario A. Costantino 
Registration No. 33,565 
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US 2002/0145711 Al 


10-10-2002 


Magome et al. 










US 2002/0057422 Al 


05-16-2002 


Arakawa 










US 2003/0006380 Al 


01-09-2003 


Van Empel et al. 










4,704,348 


11-03-1987 


Koizumi et al. 
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01-31-1989 


Piwczyk 










5,025,284 


06-18-1991 


Komoriya et al. 
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02-11-1992 


Thomas et al. 
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04-07-1992 


Economou et al. 










5,559,584 


09-24-1996 


Miyaji et al. 










5,877,843 


03-02-1999 


Takagi et al. 










5,973,764 


10-26-1999 


McCullough et al. 










5,997,963 


12-07-1999 


Davison et al. 










6,208,406 Bl 


03-27-2001 


Nakashima 










6,313,953 Bl 


11-06-2001 


Dallas 










6,538,716 B2 


03-25-2003 


Mulkens et al. 










6,731,371 Bl 


05-04-2004 


Shiraishi 
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DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



EP 1 098 225 A2 



05-09-2001 



Europe 



WO 01/06548 Al 



01-25-2001 



WIPO 



WO 01/84241 Al 



11-08-2001 



WIPO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: May 12. 2004 



\^ g) PTO RF.rF.T PT FOR FIT TTVJ^ OF PAPFRS 

V/ 

► J&ail Room (Regular Delivery) 

The following papers have been filed: 

Petition for Extension of Time, check no. 153980 ($950); Amendment Transmittal, check no. 
153987 ($280); Amendment w/abstract; IDS, check no. 153979 ($180), PTO-1449 w/19 
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